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What’s New in Reading
Helen M. Heth, Detroit, Michigan

“Poland,” edited by Bernadotte E. Schmitt.
Publisher—University of California Press,
$5.00.
This is the third publication in The United
Nations Series. The two earlier volumes are
“Czechoslovakia” and “The Netherlands.”
All are valuable studies of our allies. The
volume on Poland contains chapters by in
dividuals who are specialists in some phase
of Polish lore. The foreword is the Polish
National Anthem, “Poland Is Not Lost For
ever,” and it is the theme of all of the dis
cussions on Poland’s place in the postwar
world. The geography; history; political, eco
nomic and social development of the country
are presented in a scholarly manner. One of
the most interesting parts is the section on
the cultural development of the Polish peo
ple. A chapter is devoted to each of the
following: Religious life, education, science
and scientific institutions, Polish literature,
the fine arts, music and the Polish national
spirit. Several chapters are devoted to Po
land’s relations with other nations. In order
to understand the disposition of the Euro
pean countries in current peace plans, an
understanding of the peoples involved is a
great aid. This volume is one of the most
complete reports on Poland that has been
published.
*****
“China Among the Powers,” by David
Nelson Rowe. Publisher—Harcourt, Brace
and Company, $2.75.
The Yale Institute of International Studies
has guided the preparation of this work.
China’s place in the East is a matter for
serious consideration in all plans for peace
in the Pacific theatre. Mr. Rowe presents in
an unadorned style the condition of China
today. He tells of its natural resources and
the problems faced by the Chinese in de
veloping them. He also describes the condi
tion of transportation and communications
systems and the government and the political
problems with which this people is con
fronted. Stress is placed on China’s inability
to develop in a short time after the end of
the war sufficient military strength to protect
her interests and to retain whatever she may
have gained. It will be necessary to give aid
to China for several years so that her sov
ereignty may be preserved.

“The Chinese Labor Movement,” by Nym
Wales (Mrs. Edgar Snow). Publisher—The
John Day Company, $2.75.
Very little has been written on the labor
problems of China from the standpoint of
organized labor movements. Mrs. Snow has
gathered material from Chinese people who
have been associated with Chinese labor
organizations and has consolidated the in
formation in a history of the movement
from 1922 to the present time. The relation
ship of organized labor to the Communists
is clarified. There is little statistical informa
tion in the work because such information
is not recorded, or the records have been de
stroyed. The book is one of the few sources
of information on a little known portion of
China’s history. It serves as another means
of acquainting the reader with the back
ground of one of our allies.
*****
“Tomorrow’s Business,” by Beardsley
Ruml. Publisher—Farrar & Rinehart, Inc.,
$2.50.
The name of Ruml is generally associated
with taxes. Whether or not one is sympa
thetic with Mr. Ruml’s beliefs, he is recog
nized as a leader in forward thinking in the
business world. This book is an entertaining
and informative discourse on the trends of
business. Everyone has contact with business
and therefore the projects of business organi
zations in some way influence each of us.
Many of Mr. Ruml’s theories are apart from
conservative thinking, but they are concerned
with problems that must be faced. The
straightforward statements are refreshing and
will provide subjects for many informal de
bates as to their soundness. They may also
suggest improvements in the conduct of to
day’s affairs.
*****
“Dumbarton Oaks.” To be published in
1945—The H. W. Wilson Company, $1.25.
The first volume in the new Reference
Shelf, Volume XVIII, will be published this
year. It is to present “the background, pro
posals and arguments for permanent peace;
the basis of the San Francisco Conference,”
as established at Dumbarton Oaks. The Ref
erence Shelf is rated very high and this
volume should be a valuable source of information.
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